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Sum m ary

In the article, the author gives a closer look at the 
knowledge gained through research and content analysis of 
documents addressing the issue of performing interventions 
in Roma communities. This is done by using company road 
vehicles during business activities, which are equipped with 
video recording equipment, or by using a personal security 
camera. He deals with a clerk with territorial and object 
responsibility, who largely performs service interventions

in Roma communities where the function o f a senior clerk 
for work in communities is not systemized. It also deals with 
forensic documentation and video recording, which officers 
with territorial and object responsibility can use when docu­
menting a service intervention.

Keywords: video documentation, clerk with territorial 
and object responsibility, Roma community, video recording 
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Introduction

The clerk with territorial and object responsibility is an 
important part o f the functioning o f the district department 
of the Police Force in ensuring safety, protection o f life, health 
and property. He often performs service activities in Roma 
communities, if  the district department where he works is not 
systematized as a senior officer for work with communities. 
W hen he has the Roma community in his territorial part of 
the district, appointed by the district director, he comes into 
contact with the Roma community the most and should have 
the best personal and local knowledge o f the Roma com mu­
nity in the territorial part of the district entrusted to him. Its 
patrol service is based primarily on close contact with the 
public, cooperation with state authorities, local authorities, 
non-governmental organizations, interest groups, individu­
als and legal entities to ensure crime prevention, using good 
local and personal knowledge.

The author describes in more detail the forensic doc­
umentation, by which we understand that it is a certain 
process of verbal and visual securing o f tracks, things and 
relationships between them, which are related to a forensical-

ly relevant event, but also other relevant information about 
the course, results o f forensics and expert search, seizure and 
investigation by technical means and document the proce­
dures and technologies of forensic investigation. Forensic 
documentation uses four methods o f written, audio, pho­
tographic and topographic fixation. However, some literary 
sources also mention other types o f forensic documentation, 
such as video documentation, whose main task is to record a 
dynamic image or sound information that can accurately and 
authentically capture information as well as the entire course 
of action.

In order to unify the procedure and tactics o f members 
of the Police Force in making audio, video and other records, 
an order was issued, which I describe in more detail and pro­
pose recommendations and solutions on how officers with 
territorial and object responsibility should carry out official 
interventions in Roma communities when wearing personal 
security, camera or when their company road vehicle is 
equipped with a video recording device.

Rom a com m unity

Due to the historical development o f the Roma com mu­
nity, it forms a special group in comparison with the rest of 
the population, characterized by differences in social, cultural 
and demographic behavior. The Slovak Republic has accept­
ed the Roma as an ethnic group that has its own culture, 
language, history, with the Roma being the second largest 
minority in our country. We currently distinguish three types 
of Roma community groups, the first of which includes the 
most socially advanced, educated and professionally qualified 
Roma, who differ in their lifestyle from others, but have to

face the prejudices that the m ajority creates on the basis of 
previous negative experiences or media cases. The second 
group includes partially integrated Roma, who do not differ 
significantly in lifestyle from the first group, but approach 
the limits o f living conditions o f the last group. The third 
group lives mostly in Roma localities, settlements isolated 
from the m ajority society, some members live in temporary 
shacks, without water and electricity and most often without 
a building permit.

Especially with the last group o f the Roma ethnic group,

1 Tento clânok vznikol s podporou agentüry na podporu vyskumu a vyvoja a je  vystupom projektu č. APVV-17-0217 Služobnė zâkroky prislusmkov
Policajného zboru a aplikâcia zâsady primeranosti z trestnoprâvneho a administratrvnoprâvneho hfadiska.
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there are problems, because after the transfer o f state property 
and powers to the municipalities, there is also the problem 
of rent defaulters, which they often deal with by eviction. If 
this situation has to happen, there are two situations, either by 
evicting non-payers completely out of town or being excluded 
to the outskirts o f the city. W hen moving out completely out 
o f the city, we must realize that this will not solve the problem, 
but will move to another city, district, or another region.2

In the Roma community, the family has always been 
extremely important, and its head has always been the father. 
The Roma mostly cared for older children, because they later 
cared for younger siblings. I f  we want to talk about the Roma 
family, it is important to mention the fact that children do not 
like to leave their parents, even after independence. Based on 
this, we can say that the Roma family represents a traditional 
type o f multigenerational family, which is rare in the majority 
society today, as if  time stood still.3

From the point o f view of reproductive behavior, we will 
be particularly interested in those structures that have shown 
a close connection with reproduction, and we can talk about 
the non-end of the demographic revolution in the Roma 
population, which is reflected in the age structure o f the 
Roma community. Despite the fact that many changes have 
taken place in the Slovak Republic in the historical context, 
the Roma population in our country continues to maintain a 
very young age structure. According to census data, they have 
the largest proportion of children and, conversely, the lowest 
category o f people aged 50 and over, which means that they 
do not live to old age.

The census also identified the marital status, which is a

basic demographic, social, legal and statistical feature indi­
cating the status o f a person in relation to the institution of 
marriage. In the Roma community, they make up 60-70%  of 
the entire population, which is almost balanced among the 
m ajority o f m en and women living in marriage and single 
people. There have been changes in the marital behavior o f the 
Roma population, where we can look for causes especially in 
integrated Roma where marriage could actually be postponed 
until older, but more frequent and longer lasting cohabitation 
o f unmarried partners played a decisive role here, which also 
occurs in the m ajority population nowadays.4

In connection with the Roma issue, the efforts o f the 
previous political regime included involving as many work­
ing-age people as possible in the work process, eliminating il­
literacy and improving the living conditions of the Roma. The 
level o f education attained is one of the most important fac­
tors influencing the issue of the Roma community. A special 
barrier in achieving education in the Roma community is the 
issue o f language, with households using some of the variants 
o f the Romani language in combination with a certain dialect 
o f Slovak. Another problem is the Slovak educational system, 
which presupposes daily systematic preparation, while the 
prerequisite for success is a significant help of parents in 
learning what is demonstrably not happening. The reason is 
material-objective reasons, ie the way and level o f housing 
and also for subjective reasons, and therefore learning is a 
matter of school and school. The reason can also be found in 
the education o f parents, which makes it difficult to prepare 
thoroughly for school.5

D istrict D epartm ent of the Police Force.

The district department is one o f the basic pillars of 
the entire riot police service. Citizens most often turn to the 
district department with various requests for help in different 
situations, and these issues are most often addressed with the 
police officers of the district departments o f the Police Force, 
regardless o f whether they come to the district departments 
or police officers after reporting a police-relevant incident to 
the operations center or the permanent service o f the district 
department will come to the place o f the given event, whether 
the citizen will notify the patrol o f the district department, 
which performs the patrol service in its d istrict.6

On the basis o f the citizens’ initial contact with the 
police officers o f the district departments and their mutual 
com munication, the citizens can subsequently assess the 
competence, competence o f the police as a whole and form 
their opinion regarding the credibility o f the Police Force as 
an institution serving citizens. It is extremely important how 
police officers in the district departments communicate with 
citizens, how they treat them, know how to gain their trust

and establish contact with them in order to carry out the best 
possible mission, which they have to carry out in the per­
formance of their duties. District police officers must build 
the trust o f citizens, also on the basis o f personal knowledge, 
where in their entrusted territory they know citizens (mayors, 
mayors, people working at the post office, restaurants, bars, 
restaurants, discos, citizens who often com mit police-relevant 
events, recidivists, fighters, citizens who often com mit do­
mestic violence and many others) as well as local knowledge, 
where in their entrusted territory they know important places 
(district office, municipal office, church, bars, discos, restau­
rants, restaurants, places where criminals and many others 
meet), it follows that they are essential in shaping the public 
opinion of the Police Force. We characterize the place where 
the district department operates and thus fulfill its tasks as a 
territory. Another important term that needs to be charac­
terized within the district department is dislocation. This is 
extremely important, especially in terms o f demographic and 
econom ic and social characteristics o f the territory, which

2 Suvada, M. (2015). Rômovia v slovenskych mestâch. S. 59-63
3 Vasecka, M. (2002). Sührnnâ sprâva o Rômoch na Slovensku. S. 394-398
4 Sprocha, B. (2014). Reprodukcia rômskeho obyvateïstva na Slovensku aprognôza jeho populacného vyvoja. S. 20-27
5 Vasecka, M. (2002). Sührnnâ sprâva o Rômoch na Slovensku. S. 81.
6 Löffler, B., Zâmek, D. (2017). Aplikâcia vybranych subsystémov ochrany osôb a majetku pri eliminâcii hromadného narusenia verejného poriadku. S. 

142.



F o re n s ic  d o c u m e n ta t io n  d u r in g  th e  in te rv e n tio n s  o f  a c le rk  w ith  te rr ito r ia l a n d  o b je c t  res p o n sib ility  in  ro m a  co m m u n it ie s  u s in g  h is  kn ow led g e 227

determines the area, population and population density, as 
well as their settlement. As part of the dislocation, we must 
pay particular attention to whether these are cultural centers 
o f social life, recreational areas, or border or border areas. In 
this case, we are talking about the specifics o f the territory 
and it is extremely important to know the security situation 
in the territory. The seat o f the district department o f the Po­
lice Corps is in the largest municipality in the catchment area 
and it is a place where the district department is located in 
terms o f tactical position in the territory. In order to make the

implementation of public order activities as efficient as pos­
sible, a territory is determined where the district department 
of the Police Force can perform its tasks as much as possible. 
We are talking about the territorial district of the district de­
partment, which is subsequently divided into the territorial 
parts of the district where the detour service is performed 
by clerks with territorial competence. The smallest territorial 
unit is the section o f the patrol, where police officers on duty 
perform business activities.7

Officer with territorial and object responsibility

Officer with territorial and object responsibility he 
clerk with territorial and object responsibility should mainly 
acquire personal and local knowledge in his territorial part 
o f the district department where he performs his business 
activity. In particular, it performs the following tasks:

a) performs a patrol service,
b) performs the tasks of the district department:

° the fight against crime,
° safety and smoothness o f road traffic,
° documents and records,
° detecting, clarifying, reporting and dealing with 

offenses and identifying perpetrators 
° border controls,
° state border administrations,
° internal border controls during their temporary 

renewal,

° protects public order.
c) receive crime notifications for that purpose in District 

II. type and district department III. type, if  necessary, 
under certain conditions, interrupt the patrol service 
in the territorial part o f the district or in the territorial 
district of the police station,

d) performs a permanent service in the district depar­
tment, if  the performance of the permanent service 
cannot be ensured by a permanent service officer,

e) performs patrol service,
f) acquires knowledge about the committed criminal 

activity in the territorial part o f the district or in the 
territorial district of the police station,

g) performs administrative work,
h) performs other tasks according to the decision o f the 

director o f the district department o f the Police Force.8

Forensic docum entation.

There are many definitions for forensic documentation 
in various forensic literary sources, the contents o f which 
indicate that forensic documentation means the process of 
verbal and visual securing o f footprints, things and relation­
ships between them, as well as other relevant information 
about the course, results of forensic and expert search, seizure 
and research by technical m eans.9

Types of crim inal

The task o f forensic documentation is to ensure all ob­
jects that are related to a forensically relevant event, inform a­
tion-related objects, environment, method and methods of 
handling these objects, as well as to document the procedures 
and technologies o f forensic research. The subject o f forensic 
documentation is a process, or we can also call it the proce­
dure of providing forensic documentation for research as well 
as ensuring the documentation o f the course and results of

Conflicts may arise as to whether forensic documenta­
tion belongs to the group o f methods o f forensic technology 
or forensic tactics, and especially in the fact that in the past, 
forensic documentation has long been understood only as 
written documentation. It can be said that they understood 
the documentation only as a document and followed the 
motto W hat is on paper is true.

docum entation.

forensic research.10
Some literary sources also mention other types of foren­

sic documentation separately, such as video documentation, 
computer documentation, television documentation or oth­
ers. In the case o f forensic documentation, we could also talk 
about a more general division into methods o f imaging and 
methods of verbal description.11

7 Kurilovskÿ, R. (2020). Obvodné oddelenie a jeho pôsobnosf na mieste vzniku policajne relevantnej udalosti. Teoria ap rax  vyšetrovania. S. 75-76.
8 Nariadenie prezidentą Policajného zboru č. 80/2018 o činnosti zâkladnÿch ütvarov služby poriadkovej polfcie Policajného zboru.
9 Metenko, J. (2008). Kriminalistickâ dokumentâcia realita a perspektfvy. Pokroky v kriminalistike Zborntk z vedeckej konferencie konanej dna 15. 

novembra 2007 na Akadému Policajného zboru v Bratislave. S. 25.
10 Metenko, J. (2007). Trendy v kriminalistickej dokumentacii. Rozvoj metodtk vyšetrovania jednotlivych druhov trestnych činov: Zborntk vedeckych a 

odbornych prâc z medzinârodného teoreticko-praktického seminarą zo dna 23.2.2007. S. 79.
11 Metenko, J. (2010). New aspects of using criminalistic documentation. 9th International Symposium on Forensic Sciences 29th September - 2nd Octo­

ber 2009 Piešfany, Slovak Republic. S. 19.
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Video docum entation.

The main task o f this documentation is to record dy- 1. Introductory part, where the name of the body per-
namic image or sound information that can accurately and 
authentically capture information as well as the entire course 
o f the action. It could be said that the video can be used either 
as a means o f documenting the course and results of expert 
examination, in documenting investigations, as a source of 
information about ongoing events, activities and timing of 
some events as well as a means of analysis, management, 
briefing and for control activity. It is also used as a means 
o f control as it is able to record the behavior o f people. It is 
used in all procedural acts, from the inspection o f the crime 
scene, through interrogations and detentions, to the verifi­
cation o f the statement on the spot. Given its importance in 
the evidentiary process and, in fact, in the whole procedure, 
we must observe certain requirements when carrying out this 
documentation. We solve formal and content requirements 
analogously to the minutes. The video can be chronologically 
divided into three parts:

Negotiating offenses in front

In order to unify the procedure and tactics o f members 
o f the Police Force in making audio, video and other records 
according to § 69 par. 2 o f the Act o f the National Council of 
the Slovak Republic no. 171/1993 Coll. on the Police Force, as 
amended, when dealing with offenses in front o f the recording 
video equipment, the Police Presidium issued an order that 
the directors o f the regional directorates o f the Police Force 
and the directors o f organizational units o f the Presidium of 
the Police Force must:

1. ensure that a member o f the Police Force com m an­
ded on duty with a company road vehicle equipped 
with a video recording device discusses the offense 
with the suspect in the field of view of the active re­
cording device,

2. ensure that a two-member and multi-m ember police 
patrol operating a video recording device discusses 
the offense with the suspect in the field o f view of that 
device at the immediate distance from the offender so 
that sound can also be recorded; recording o f service 
activities at a one-m em ber patrol is mandatory only if 
the police officer is equipped with a personal security 
camera,

3. to ensure that a member o f the Police Force uses a 
switched-on microphone for an active video recor­
ding device and an active video recording device lo­
cated in a company car when dealing with an offense,

4. ensure that a member o f the Police Force performing 
the service notifies the relevant operational depar­
tment without delay in the event o f a malfunction or 
failure of any o f the video recording devices referred 
to in points 1 to 3,

5. ensure compliance with the provisions o f points 1 to 
4 and, in the event o f non-compliance, obstruction or 
impossibility o f records on the equipment in points 1 
to 3 (eg overlapping or impossibility o f functionality

forming the procedural act, place, time and subject o f the 
procedural act, name, surname and functions o f officials, 
name, surname o f the persons present and instructions, 
statements of the present, proposals o f the parties. It is also 
important to indicate what tools we have used and other 
important information.

2. Descriptive part, where the course and method of 
performing the act, the actions o f persons as well as recording 
the maintenance o f legality. Everything needs to be fixed in 
detail, and if  it happened that the operation was interrupted, 
it will also be recorded in the video.

3. The final part where there are suggestions and objec­
tions o f the parties, statements o f persons and also the place 
and time o f the end o f the act. The place o f storage o f the 
original, the length o f both records, the title END shall be 
indicated at the end o f the edited record.

of a video recording device

with another subject), take appropriate disciplinary 
action,

6. ensure that a patrol performing a service with a 
company car equipped with a mobile unit plays an 
external drive at the acquisition node after the ser­
vice has ended. If, for objective reasons, the service 
record cannot be played after its termination, the line 
manager shall ensure that the said service record is 
uploaded to the acquisition node within 24 hours of 
the end o f the service in question,

7. ensure that the line manager regularly, at least twice 
a month, checks randomly selected recordings recor­
ded by the video equipment and also on all records of 
official interventions and offenses which, according 
to the police officer, justify the offenders dissatisfac­
tion with his procedure; keeps records o f performed 
inspections,

8. ensure that the line manager checks the functionality 
o f the microphone o f each mobile unit at least once a 
month by means of a video played at the acquisition 
node; keeps records o f performed inspections.

For the purposes o f this command, a video recording 
device means:

• recording equipment with which the vehicle is equip­
ped in accordance with the regulation o f the M inistry 
o f the Interior o f the Slovak Republic no. 93/2015 on 
the mobile unit and the acquisition node,

• personal security camera in accordance with the order 
o f the President o f the Police Force no. 61/2015 on the 
establishment o f a commission for the management 
and evaluation o f user tests o f personal security ca­
meras,

• recording device (RAM ER 10C , POLCAM  2006, PO- 
LCAM EC II., digital camcorder eg full HD camcor­
der brand JVC G Z -R X  615B, brand Panasonic SDR,
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brand Sony DCR, DRR, brand Canon DC) used in 
performance o f service by members o f the Police For­
ce assigned to the executive units of the Police Force. 

The use o f digital video cameras, documentation and 
archiving of documented offenses is regulated by the D irec­
tor of the Traffic Police Department of the Presidium o f the

Police Force on the procedure o f the Regional Traffic Inspec­
torates o f the Regional Police Directorates and District Traffic 
Inspectorates o f the Police Directorates. 3/2003 as amended 
by the Director o f the Traffic Police Department o f the Pre­
sidium of the Police Force no. 3/2004.12

Suggestions

In order to unify the procedure and tactics o f members 
of the Police Force in making audio, video and other records 
according to § 69 par. 2 of the Act of the National Council of 
the Slovak Republic no. 171/1993 Coll. on the Police Corps, 
as amended, when performing interventions in Roma com ­
munities in front o f a video recording device, I propose that a 
clerk with territorial and object responsibility be commanded 
to service a company road vehicle equipped with a video re­
cording device to perform a service in the field o f view o f the 
active recording device. Park a company car so that there is 
the largest possible range of active field o f view, most ideally 
on elevated terrain, o f course it depends on the situation and 
the given possibilities. The clerk with territorial and object re­
sponsibility performing the service with the recording video 
device performed a service intervention in the field o f view of 
this device so that the sound could be recorded and thus the 
quality o f the video recording would be o f the highest quality. 
If the clerk with territorial and object responsibility is going 
to perform an official intervention in front o f an active video 
recording device located in the official motor vehicle, then 
before getting out o f the car he switches on the microphone 
intended for him  so that the video documentation is as high 
content and quality. The most effective use of personal safety 
cameras is when they are placed as high as possible on the 
vest, closest to the shoulder, to ensure the best possible image

quality. So, if  a clerk with territorial and object responsibility 
needs to use a weapon and puts his hands in front o f him, let 
the best possible visibility be maintained during the service 
intervention. The author proposes to use a personal security 
video camera only if  the clerk with territorial and object 
responsibility is going to perform a business intervention, 
so that the situation is best documented for the best possible 
solution o f the case.

Also for the protection o f a clerk with territorial and 
object responsibility in the event o f a complaint lodged by 
the inhabitants of Roma communities. In the event o f a mal­
function or failure o f some o f the video recording equipment, 
the officer with territorial and object responsibility should 
immediately notify the relevant operations center, especially 
for reasons o f self-protection, because interventions in Roma 
communities are dangerous. Usually there is a two-member 
patrol itself and a large number o f Roma citizens stand against 
it, mostly in a drunken and aggressive state. Immediately 
after the end o f the service to play the external disk in the 
acquisition node, but if  for objective reasons the record from 
the service can not be played after its end, immediately in ­
form the immediate superior who will ensure that the record 
from the service is uploaded to the acquisition node within 
24 hours the service in question and the performance o f the 
service.

TARNAUTOJO, PAGAL TURIMAS KOMPETENCIJAS ATLIEKANČIO  
TEISĖTUS VEIKSMUS ROMŲ BENDRUOMENĖJE, 
NAUDOJAMAS KRIMINALISTINIS FIKSAVIMAS

Rastislav Kurilovsky

Santrauka

Straipsnyje autorius atidžiau apžvelgia žinias, įgytas ti­
riant ir analizuojant dokumentus, sprendžiančius interven­
cijų romų bendruomenėse klausimų. Tai atliekama verslo 
veiklos metu naudojant įmonės kelių transporto priemones, 
kuriose įrengta vaizdo įrašymo įranga, arba naudojant asme­
ninę apsaugos kamerų. Jis dirba su teritorinės ir objektinės at­
sakomybės tarnautoju, kuris daugiausia atlieka tarnybines in ­
tervencijas romų bendruomenėse, kur vyresniojo raštininko

funkcija darbui bendruomenėse nėra susisteminta. Jame taip 
pat nagrinėjama kriminalistinė dokumentacija ir vaizdo įra­
šymas, kurį teritorinę ir objektinę atsakomybę turintys parei­
gūnai gali naudoti fiksuodami entuodarni tarnybinį įsikišimų.

Raktiniai žodžiai: vaizdo fiksavimas, teritorinė ir objek­
tinė tarnautojo atsakomybės sritis, romų bendruomenė, vaiz­
do įrašymo įranga.

12 Pokyn riaditefa odboru dopravnej policie Prezidia Policajného zboru o postupe Krajskÿch dopravnÿch inšpektoratov krajskÿch riaditel’stiev Poli- 
cajnėho zboru a okresnÿch dopravnÿch inšpektoratov okresnÿch riaditelstiev Policajného zboru pri použivani digitâlnych videokamier č. 3/2003 v 
zneni pokynu riaditela odboru dopravnej policie Prezidia Policajného zboru č. 3/2004


